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Trump threatens to use government shutdown to cut ‘popular Democrat programs’
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KEY POINTS

President Donald Trump said his administration plans to use the government shutdown to permanently cut government
programs popular with Democrats.

It was not immediately clear which programs Trump had in mind, but he specified that they were “very popular Democrat
programs that aren’t popular with Republicans, frankly.”

U.S. President Donald Trump speaks during a cabinet meeting at the White House in Washington, D.C., U.S., Oct. 9, 2025.
Evelyn Hockstein | Reuters

President Donald Trump on Thursday said his administration plans to use the ongoing government shutdown to permanently cut

government programs popular with Democrats, his latest threat amid the funding stalemate.

“We’re only cutting Democrat programs,” Trump said during a Cabinet meeting at the White House.
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“They wanted to do this,” Trump said, doubling down on blaming Democrats for the shutdown.
They will “get a little taste of their own medicine,” he added.

The president’s threat to target Democratic priorities came one week after he initially floated the idea of inflicting pain on his political

opponents during the shutdown, which is now in its ninth day.

He said in a Truth Social post last Thursday that the congressional funding lapse gave him an “unprecedented opportunity” to slash

what he described as “Democrat Agencies.”

He also wrote he would be meeting with Russell Vought, the White House Office of Management and Budget director, to determine

what to cut.

On the first day of the shutdown, Vought announced that the administration was freezing about $18 billion in funding for New York City

infrastructure projects, and canceling roughly $8 billion more in climate-related funding for Democratic-leaning states.
Two days later, Vought said that $2.1 billion in Chicago transit project funding has also been put on hold.
The administration is considering canceling an additional $12 billion earmarked for clean energy projects, Semafor reported Tuesday.

The shutdown began on Oct. 1 after Republican and Democratic congressional leaders could not pass appropriations bills to keep the

government funded past the end of the fiscal year.

Republicans want to adopt a stopgap measure to resume funding largely at current levels through Nov. 21. Democrats say any funding
bill should include additional health-care protections, including extending premium Affordable Care Act tax credits before they expire

at the end of the year.

The dueling proposals have repeatedly failed to pass in the Senate.
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TRENDING NOW

Trump praises NYC Mayor-elect Mamdani after White House meeting, shrugs off being called ‘fascist’

1

Social Security beneficiaries will soon receive 2026 benefit notices. What changes to watch for
2

I’m a surgeon and gut health expert—9 ‘healthiest’ low-sugar fruits you can eat for a longer life
3
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Here Are the 25+ Coolest Gifts for This Year

Discover the year’s coolest gadgets and unique gifts everyone’s talking about!
GiftShopDiscounts.com

Sponsored

FROM CNBC FROM THE WEB

Roth conversions could Ask a Pro: "Should | Convert My IRA To A Roth After Age 60"
trigger a ‘tax torpedo’ under
Trump’s ‘big beautiful bill’

Sponsored : SmartAsset

Mark Wahlberg's new $37

million mansion skyrocketed
in value. Here's what fueled
the megahome's
extraordinary rise

Ancient "Brain Fuel" Buddhist Monks Used for 2,000 Years
Now Sold Online

Sponsored : Flow Drops

Some of Nvidia's biggest
customers will go bust in 3-5 University Study: This Mushroom Grows Brain Cells by 60%

years: Strategist

Trump administration takes Sponsored : Flow Drops
further steps to dismantle
Department of Education

Bitcoin bear market could
deepen further as liquidity
worries take hold

People have pivoted from EVs
back to ICE, says Norton's
Richard Arnold

MORE IN POLITICS

Rep. Cherfilus-McCormick charged with stealing
$5 million in FEMA funds

Kevin Breuninger
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Jeffrey Epstein victims’ ad
calls for files to be released
after Trump reversal

Dan Mangan

Judge pauses release of grand jury material to Comey after dismissal hinted

FROM THE WEB

Top Tree Trends: Woodland Critters [See More]

Discover the top trend in holiday decor with Woodland Critters.Click to buy

Side Sleepers Get Achy
Shoulders, Few Know This
"Side Sleeper" Trick
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Super Saving Online | Sponsored

Dementia and Memory Loss Have Been Linked to a Common Habit

Do You Do This?
CQnancarad Manasina Haskh 1 aarn Mara

Children Love This “Real” Toy Dog — And Parents Can Hardly Believe What It Can Do! (Amazing)

this robot dog replaces the smartphone—and is set to become the most popular Christmas gift!

Crnancavad Clacsibuctara 1 aarm Mara
Seniors Born 1939-1969 Receive 16 Benefits This Month If They Ask

Sponsored Super Saving Online

FROM THE WEB

Men Can’t Get Enough of This Cozy Polo Shirt

The shirt that looks effortlessly cool and feels unbelievably soft — no wonder it's becoming every man’s favorite.

Microdose: A new, more
affordable way to start GLP-
1s

Noom’s Microdose GLP-1Rx program starts at

Most Put Parents in Assisted Living, But This Son Knew Better

This doctor found what Japanese have always known

CrnAancara, ALIC Madirina Tadawu 1 aarn Mara
For the True Whiskey Aficionado: Discover 24 Unique Expressions

Behind each door, a world-class whiskey. The ultimate collector's calendar

Crmancara, A larasisme 1 asrn Mara
Charming little animals spreading big Christmas joy

Mimanuiar tha tan trand in halidag danav it WandlanAd Cuitbava Clial ta ki
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'We haven't sold our soul to the devil":
Switzerland's trade deal with the U.S. divides
opinion

Holly Ellyatt

Panera lost diners by
cutting portions and staff.
It's reversing course to wi...

Amelia Lucas

Fed likely to not cut rates in December following delayed September data, according to market odds

Qamah NMin

China slow-walks U.S. soybean purchases as stockpiles hit multi-year highs, undermining Trump’s trade deal claims

il Do

Trump praises NYC Mayor-elect Mamdani after White House meeting, shrugs off being called ‘fascist’
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